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MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE CITY COUNCIL  

HELD ON MONDAY, MAY 3, 2004 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 1327 FOOTHILL BLVD.  

LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 
 
1. Call to Order  
 
Mayor Olhasso called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.   
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Councilmembers present were Gregory Brown, Stephen Del Guercio, David Spence, 
Anthony Portantino, and Laura Olhasso. 
 
Staff members present were City Manager Alexander; Deputy City Attorney Noonan; 
Director of Community Development Stanley; Director of Public Works Castellanos; 
City Treasurer Voss; City Engineer Kwan; Planner Cantrell; Senior Management Analyst 
Goytia Strauss; and City Clerk Wahlsten.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Heidi Hansen, Miss La Cañada Flintridge 2004, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Comments from the Public 
 
Jim Short, Journey’s End, stated the “No Sewer” signs which were in his yard have been 
stolen or defaced for the third time.  He feels the Sewer Assessment Ballot is misleading 
in terms of total costs over time.  He spoke to Item 10 on the Consent Calendar and 
suggested the City should wait until State loan funds are available before proceeding with 
the Assessment District. 
 
Steve Tobia, 4636 Hillard Avenue, stated he is now the publisher of the Mountain Views 
newspaper and they have expanded their coverage to all the foothill communities from La 
Cañada Flintridge to Glendora and the paper is being distributed to all homes in La 
Cañada Flintridge.  Their philosophy in covering the news is to educate their readers and 
avoid personal attacks and innuendo. 
 
Presentations 
 
5. Certificates of Recognition to Miss La Cañada Flintridge 2004, Heidi Hansen, and 

members of her Royal Court: Alexandra Hindson; Ashley Moreno; and Kate 
Schmidt.  Kara Murphy was not able to be present.  Ms. Hansen stated it was an 
honor to represent La Cañada Flintridge. 

 
6. Public Safety Update – Sheriff’s Department 
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Captain Tim Peters presented the report.  He stated they will be preparing a “pin map” to 
show the clusters of property crimes.  A large number is related to identity theft.  Mayor 
Olhasso requested a future presentation on ways to prevent identity theft. 
 
Reordering of and Additions to the Agenda 
 
Mayor Olhasso requested the agenda be reordered to consider Items 19, 17 and then the 
Consent Calendar. 
 
19. Report on State Water Resources Control Board’s Proposed Regulations for 

Septic System Permits. 
 
Director of Public Works Castellanos stated that the State Water Resources Control 
Board will be considering implementation of new regulations that would require all 
residential septic systems in Los Angeles and Ventura counties have a permit and be 
inspected. These regulations will be discussed at their meeting on May 6th at Simi Valley 
City Hall.  It’s not clear who will be responsible for implementation, but there will be a 
cost to the property owners for the permitting process.  We have submitted a letter stating 
the City will oppose this program and instead focus on re-instatement of the loan program 
which is the subject of Item 10 on this agenda.  The State Board has received a lot of 
input on these proposed regulations and the May 6th meeting has been changed from an 
action meeting to a workshop.  Staff will be in attendance. 
 
Council discussed the proposal and urged citizens to attend the workshop and express 
their concerns. 
 
Jim Short, Journeys End, stated he is in Area 3B and feels that staff’s presentation was 
misleading.  He spoke with the State Water Quality Control Board and has received 
contrary information.   
 
Mayor Olhasso stated she will be attending the May 6th meeting with staff. 
 
17. Hillside Development Permit 01-36 (Amendment), Floor Area Review 02-21 

(Amendment), appeal filed by Robert & Gayla Gazmarian, 1874 Palm Terrace 
Court, of Planning Commission’s denial. 

 
Staff report by Director of Community Development Stanley.  Elroy Kiepke, engineer 
with Willdan who was City Engineer and did work on the original Tract Map; Ying 
Kwan, current City Engineer who reviewed the drainage on the Hillside Development 
Permit and Roger Cantrell, Project Planner for the Hillside Development Permit for the 
house, were also present to provide input and answer questions. 
 
Director Stanley gave the history of this project. The original tract map of seven lots was 
approved in September, 1999.  There is no clear discussion in the minutes of how the 
drainage would be treated, but the Gazmarian lot was designated a hillside lot which 
meant that future development would have further public review.  A 5,200 square foot 
limitation placed on the floor area of the house and garage on all the lots. With the 
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Amendment application, the Gazmarians also want to build a pool house and there is no 
clear direction on whether this would fall under that 5,200 square foot limitation.  
Another issue is the preservation of trees on this site that are not protected by the tree 
ordinance.  The condition of approval on the tract map required review of any removal of 
mature vegetation for one year after the map was recorded, not in perpetuity.   
 
Director Stanley showed photos of the site, the home that is under construction, trees that 
have been removed, and drainage.  The Gazmarians bought the lot and the Planning 
Commission approved the house in November, 2002.  It required floor area, building 
depth and front garage review and came within 10 square feet of the 5,200 square foot 
limit.  Subsequently they got a permit to add a basement which does not count towards 
floor area limits. 
 
The Gazmarians have now requested an amendment to the Hillside Development Permit 
in order to build a pool house, fill the rear portion of the ravine running through the site, 
and amend the landscape plan.  The Planning Commission denied the amendment at its 
January 24, 2004 meeting, based on public testimony and the Commission’s discussion.  
They believed the original approval required the stream bed be left in its natural state and 
that the 5,200 square foot limitation applied also to the pool house.  They did not believe 
a privately maintained, covered storm drain system was appropriate. 
 
The Gazmarians filed an appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision through their 
attorney. Staff recommends the appeal be upheld and the amendment be approved with 
conditions. 
 
Robert Hillshafer, attorney for the Gazmarians, made a presentation.  He stated their 
engineer and landscape architect were also present.  He requested that the City Council 
rely on staff’s presentation and findings.  He stated that the approved Hillside 
Development Permit was originally submitted by the developer and the Gazmarians 
purchased the property in the middle of the Permit process knowing of that plan and 
believing they could submit an amendment request.  He emphasized that the approved 
Tract Map did not have conditions that the stream bed be kept open, that the pool house 
would fall under the square footage limitations, or that trees had to be retained forever.  
There are about sixteen properties that drain on to the Gazmarians property and they 
believe the interests of all are better served through the installation of the proposed 
underground drainage system.  Further, he believes the reasons the Planning Commission 
stated for denying the amendment had non-factual bases. 
 
Stephen Jones, Ferris Jones & Co., Civil Engineers made a presentation regarding the 
proposed drainage system and answered Council questions regarding the design and 
proposed maintenance. 
 
John Pride, landscape designer for the project, made a presentation and answered 
questions from the Council. 
 
Mayor Olhasso opened the public hearing. 
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Speaking in opposition to staff’s recommendation: 
 
Elizabeth Jones, 4621 Hillard, stated her property abuts the Gazmarians to the south.  She 
expressed concerns about property values, aesthetics, erosion, and safety if the 
amendment is approved. 

 
Ralph Martin, engineer with Flood Control District and neighbor to the Gazmarians, 
asked questions about the design and maintenance of the proposed storm drain across the 
Gazmarians’ property.  He stated the original watercourse should be maintained as shown 
in the original plan. 

 
Mike Lhamon, 4610 Palm Drive, protested the loss of the trees.  He stated there was an 
agreed-to plan and the Gazmarians should stay with it.  The square footage limit was to 
prevent “mini-mansions” and adding a pool house goes against that intent. 

 
Roger Dobkowitz, 4629 Hillard, expressed concern regarding erosion that could come 
from changing the dynamics of the existing watercourse.  Also, a realtor has told him in 
writing that the storm drain as proposed creates an “incurable defect” for his property.  
He has to keep the storm drain and dissipators open and there is no way to hide it from 
his back yard. 
 
Speaking in favor of staff’s recommendation: 
 
Garratt Kreditor, 1881 Palm Terrace Court, one of the original developers of the 
subdivision, stated the approved plan was not the Gazmarians’ plan.  They bought it after 
it had been submitted for approval.  They’re entitled to try and make it what they want as 
any new owner does. 
 
Stephen Finney, 1875 Palm Terrace Court, stated a hazardous condition has been created 
by allowing a 30” storm drain pipe to be installed on lots 3 and 4 in this development.  He 
does not feel the pool house will affect any of the neighbors in the enjoyment of their 
property. 
 
In response to query, Mr. Hillshafer stated his clients, the Gazmarians, are willing to 
enter into a covenant to maintain the storm drain, and indemnify and hold the City 
harmless. 
 
Blake Longo, 1880 Palm Terrace Court, Lot 3 of the subdivision, stated the Gazmarians 
property is special, but things change and they now own the property and have the right 
to develop it.  He stated he did cover the watercourse on his property, but the pipe was 
engineered and approved for installation.  
 
Dr. Robert Gazmarian, stated he and his wife fell in love with the property when they 
first saw it and they want to be part of this community.  They feel they have the right to 
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develop their property and they have been working closely with staff and have tried to 
contact the neighbors. 
 
Gayla Gazmarian, stated they were told they could submit a request for an amendment 
when they purchased the property.  They had not started a landscaping plan when the 
Hillside Development Permit was approved for the house designed by the developer.  
They are trying to create an environment that is safe for their four children. 
 
Mr. Dobkowich and Ms. Jones, stated they had not been contacted by the Gazmarians as 
stated.  Mr. Martin stated he had only talked about hydraulics with Mrs. Gazmarian. 
 
Mayor Olhasso closed the public hearing.  She asked the City Attorney about a potential 
conflict of interest since in about 1990 Mr. Longo bought a home from the Olhassos.  
Assistant City Attorney Noonan stated there was no financial conflict of interest since the 
financial transaction took place more than a year ago. 
 
Council asked Elroy Kiepke from Willdan and City Engineer at the time the 30’ storm 
drain was installed on Lots 3 and 4, several questions about the design and maintenance 
of the storm drain and the one proposed for the Gazmarians’ property.  He stated we 
follow the County of Los Angeles Flood Control standards.  He and City Engineer Kwan 
have only reviewed a preliminary plan for the Gazmarian project at this point. 
 
In response to query, Assistant City Attorney Noonan talked about immunity from 
liability, including design immunity. 
 
Council discussed how close the outlet and retaining wall designed on the Gazmarian 
property is to the property line.  It was agreed that it is approximately five feet from Mr. 
Dobkowich’s property. 
 
Councilmember Brown gave a history of the project.  He noted that Mayor Olhasso and 
Councilmember Del Guercio were on the Planning Commission when the Tract Map was 
approved and he was on the Planning Commission when the Hillside Development 
Permit was approved for the house.  He pointed out that this lot is twice as large as the 
other lots in the subdivision and read findings 4 and 5 from the Tract Map approval.  He 
stated he cannot make the findings necessary to approve the requested Amendment. 

Councilmember Del Guercio stated the staff report doesn’t recognize the give and take 
that got the Tract Map approved when he was on the Planning Commission in 1999.  
They The Commission relied on the future hillside review process for this lot to look at 
the details of house placement, landscaping and other items.  He doesn’t object to the 
concept of the storm drain pipe or the pool house, but he does object to the height of the 
retaining walls at the back of the lot.  The project needs to be redesigned to enable him to 
make the necessary findings.. He stated he does not object to the concept of a private 
drainage system partially underground.  These have been allowed in other places where it 
made sense and he it might not detract from the natural swale area at the front of the lot.  
But moving back on the lot it gets to be more of a problem.  At the very back, what was 
once a natural, meandering drainage course is now a twelve foot retaining wall for the 
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neighboring property to view, with a drainage outfall five feet from the property line.  If 
you pulled the retaining slope (and the drainage outfall) back away from the south 
property line and eliminated some of the fill, the rise would be more gradual and natural, 
and the outfall would be farther away from the neighbors. With some compromise, less 
fill and more sensitivity to the natural grade, he would be able to consider it, as long as 
the outfall is not up on the property line.  With respect to the placement of the pool house, 
he is willing to accept staff’s interpretation that would allow the pool house to not be 
subject to the square footage limitation for the lot, but it needs to be sited differently.  He 
could not make the findings as it is sited right now. (Amended by Council action 5-17-
04.) 
 
Recess and Call to Order 
 
At 10:58 p.m., the Council concurred to continue to meet past 11:00 p.m. and took a short 
recess.  Mayor Olhasso called the meeting back to order at 11:03 p.m. with all 
Councilmembers present. 
 
Councilmember Spence stated he has walked the project and does not feel this is a bad 
plan.  He is not opposed to the storm drain underground pipe or the pool house, but 
agrees with Councilmember Del Guercio about the height of the retaining wall.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino stated he cannot make the findings 1, 2, 5, or 7 and suggested 
we seek a compromise. 
 
Mayor Olhasso asked if the applicant was open to continuance for a redesign, would it 
come back to the Planning Commission or the City Council. 
 
Following discussion, Motion by Councilmember Del Guercio, seconded by 
Councilmember Spence to continue this item to a date uncertain.  On the record, Dr. 
Gazmarian concurred with the continuance if it came back to the City Council and agreed 
to waive the Permit Streamlining Act and CEQA requirements.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Mayor Olhasso requested staff look at the safety issues raised rgarding the drainage 
structure upstream on Lots 3 and 4. 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino requested a change to the minutes of April 19, Item 21.  He 
stated he was in favor of extending the contract with the School District or the operation 
of Lanterman Auditorium, but opposed to the fee increase and redefining non-profit user. 
 
Councilmember Del Guercio stated he would recuse himself from Items 13 and 14 since 
they involve contracts with the County of Los Angeles and the County is a source of 
income to his law firm. 
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7. Approval of Minutes of the City Council: 
  April 7, 2004 Special Meeting 

April 7, 2004 Regular Meeting 
  April 19, 2004 Regular Meeting 
   
8. Receive and file Commission Agendas: 
  Public Works & Traffic Commission agenda for meeting April 21, 2004 
  Youth Council agenda for meeting April 21, 2004 

Planning Commission Action agenda for meeting April 27, 2004 
 
9. Resolution No. 04-20, entitled, “a Resolution of the City Council of the City of La 

Cañada Flintridge Ordering the Summary Vacation of the Future Street and Slope 
Easements at 809 Highland Drive and Making Findings of Fact.” 

 
10. Resolution No. 04-21, entitled, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 

La Cañada Flintridge in Support of State Revolving Fund Loan Program.” 
 
11. Award contract to Spohn Ranch, Inc. in the amount of $20,995 for furnishing and 

installing a half pipe skate ramp at the City Skate Park and approve a budget 
amendment in the amount of $6,000 in expense and $14,775 in revenue. 

 
12. Acceptance of work by CAM Services for the installation of Irrigation Controllers 

at La Cañada High School Athletic Fields and authorization for staff to file the 
Notice of Completion. 

 
13. Resolution No. 04-22, entitled, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of 

La Cañada Flintridge Authorizing the City Manager to execute an Agreement 
with the County of Los Angeles and to provide Enforcement of Stormwater and 
Runoff Pollution Control Provisions of the City Municipal Code.” 

 
14. Authorization for Mayor to execute Agreement with Los Angeles County for 

Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Services. 
 
15. Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract in the amount of $27,000 with 

AMN Options for Digital Orthophotography Professional Services 
 
16. Approval of Warrant Resolution No. 04-08 
 
Motion by Councilmember Spence, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Portantino to approve 
the Consent Calendar as presented, with the change to the minutes of April 19, 2004.  
Motion carried unanimously with Councilmember Del Guercio recusing himself from 
Items 13 and 14. 
 
Other Business 
 
18. Mayor’s City Council Assignments 
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Mayor Olhasso presented her list of City Council assignments and noted there were only 
a few changes from last year.  Council concurred to receive and file. 
 
Concluding Business 
 
20. Councilmembers’ Reports regarding regional and local representation 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino stated he had attended a Youth Forum in the City of Los 
Angeles.  Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy was recognized for their project to create a 
library in a South Central Los Angeles middle school that had no library. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino stated he had attended the Mayors and Councilmembers 
Academy in Sacramento.  Regulating the public right of way was one of the discussion 
items. 
 
Councilmember Brown stated he had attended a I-710 tunneling meeting sponsored by 
Metro (aka MTA).  Group Director of the Tunnel Feasibility Technical Assessment Study 
has included La Cañada Flintridge as one of the six affected municipalities (La Cañada 
Flintridge, Alhambra, Los Angeles, Pasadena, South Pasadena and San Marino).   
 
21. Councilmembers’ request for future agenda items 
 
Councilmember Del Guercio requested a report regarding what the City can do in order 
to continue to provide input to Metro on the tunneling study, including the possibility of 
hiring a consultant. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino stated when the Strategic Plan was adopted, Council voted to 
reduce the copy charge from $.25 per page to $.10 per page, however that was never 
implemented.  He requested staff bring back an action item for the Council to adopt.  City 
Manager Alexander noted that staff is currently doing a comprehensive fee study.  
Council concurred they would prefer to lower the copy charge now and not wait for the 
study to be completed. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino requested staff prepare a Resolution in support of Sewer 
Assessment District 04-1 similar to what the City Council adopted in support of 
Assessment District 02-1. 
 
22. Councilmembers’ comments 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Portantino stated we have received 22 entries from students at 7 high 
school in the Flint Film Fest sponsored by the Youth Council.  It will be held Saturday, 
May 8 at Lanterman Auditorium.  Several entertainment industry professionals have 
agreed to be judges. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Portantino noted that three local schools have received Distinguished 
School recognition from the State, including Mountain Avenue, Paradise Canyon, and La 
Cañada High School. 
 
Councilmember Spence stated he has heard that Von’s is planning to make some changes 
and asked for a report on their plans. 
 
23. City Manager and/or staff comments 
 
City Manager Alexander noted that the La Cañadan of the Year Award is being presented 
at Kiwanis on Wednesday at noon. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor Olhasso adjourned the meeting at 11:58 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Marjorie K. Wahlsten, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
Minutes approved by the City Council on May 17, 2004 


